CHAPTER VII
SERVANTS OF GOD

The Khudai Khidmatgars are the spearhead of
political mavement across the Indus* The terms literally
mean "The Servants of God"* Hence the Khudai
Khidmatgars are truly Islamic in thought, word and
deed. The word "Islam" really means "renunciation to
the will of God". The Khudai Khidmatgars live
simple and think high* They do not- suffer-from the
black death of fanaticism, quite unlike the Muslim
League which is trademarkedly Islamic. The Muslim
League is a league of fanaticists rather than Muslims*
because the true .followers of Islam cannot be fanatic.
The Servants of God, officially known as the Red
Shirts, are the backbone of the Congress in the North-
Western Frontier, This magnificent organization is the
creation of Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, affectionately-
called the Frontier Gandhi. The influence exercised by
Ghaffar Khan on the Muslim minds is no whit less than
the hold of Ma"hatama Gandhi on the Hindu masses*
But for the will and wdtk of Ghaffar Khan, the surging:
tides of Islam would have knocked at the dhor of
nationalism, but probably would not have entered the-
fold of the Indian National Congress. No other move-
$&&& ever had had such magnetic reactions, among
the border tribes as the Red Shirts* Red Shirts are not
red in philosophy. And this official designation is<
entirely unsuited. As far as possible this nickname-
should be avoided. If a briefer title is required, the
Khudai Khidmatgars may be called K- K. The K* K.